
The First Air Races



First Air Races
Air racing began almost as soon as the 
aeroplane was invented. 

• World’s first air race at Reims 22nd – 29th

August 1909

• UK’s first air race at Doncaster 
Race Course 15th – 23rd October 
1909

• RAC holds Air Races at Blackpool 
at the same time

• Lots of controversy!



Reims Air Race

Louis Bleriot & Glenn Curtis

Some of the Pilots L R
unknown, Roger Sommer, Louis Paulhan, Louis Breguet, 
Jean Gobron, unknown (René Demanest?)

Organised by the Aero Club of France (AcF) with 
help from the Automobile Association and town of 
Reims. This was a huge international meeting of 
aviation, with lots of prize money and sponsors.
It attracted the top pilots, celebrities and 
politicians.



Reims Air Race - Course

120,000 people attended on the last day



Reims Race - Results

Total Prize money won 60k francs ~ $350k

First Gordon-Bennet Trophy Race

Grand Prix de la Champagne



Doncaster Air Race - Course

Daily crowds topped 50,000



Doncaster Air Race - Pilots
1. Léon Molon
2. Léon Delagrange
3. Hubert Le Blon
4. Samuel Cody
5. Captain Lovelace
6. Roger Sommer
7. Frantz Reichel
8. Georges Prévoteau
9. Louis Schreck
10. Walter Windham
11. Georges Saunier



Doncaster Races - Results
Doncaster Cup –
aggregate distance

Doncaster Tradesmen’s 
Cup – Fastest lap 80kph = 50mph = 43 knots

Other trophies  (9 in total)
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First Air Races
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Air Race History
• Early ‘Air Racing’ drove the development of aviation

• Competition between private individuals
• Pioneers in aviation 
• Early aviation businesses 
• Sponsorship by wealthy individuals, businesses and countries

• Gordon Bennet, De Meurthe, Jaques Schneider…

• Between WW1 & WW2 development continued
• Initial competition between aviation businesses
• Sponsorship by wealthy individuals & business continues
• Becomes competition between Countries & Militaries
• Specialised race planes that are faster than military!

• After WW2
• Initially resurgent it fails and becomes a sport of private individuals
• US gets it! In 1964 reno Starts and National League

• Now in renaissance across Europe & America
• RRRA, SARL, Reno, Red Bull, Air Race One
• New sponsors & technology


